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2. Youth Employment in Sub-Saharan Africa/World Bank 

 

 

High fertility and declining mortality rates have led to a very young population in 
most Sub-Saharan African countries. The region’s labor force is expected to increase 
by 11 million people per year over the next 10 years. Most of this increase will be 
new entrants seeking their first job. While the younger generation is better 
educated than their parents, they often lack the means to translate that education 
into productive employment. Today, most work is in nonwage jobs on farms and in 
household enterprises. Even if greater economic activity were to create the 
conditions for robust growth and economic transformation, the private modern 
wage sector in low- and lower-middle-income countries could not absorb all the 
applicants. This report focuses on how to improve the quality of all jobs and to 
meet the aspirations of youth. It emphasizes that building a strong foundation for 
human capital development can play an important role in boosting earnings, and it 
argues that a balanced approach focused on building skills, raising productivity, and 
increasing the demand for labor is necessary. Youth Employment in Sub-Saharan 
Africa notes that many youth employment challenges are problems of employment 
in general. However, youth is a time of transition, and young people face particular 
constraints to accessing productive work. The report brings together original 
analysis of household and labor force surveys; it reviews the experience of a 
number of promising interventions across the continent; it draws from qualitative 
studies in several countries; and it surveys the most up-to-date evidence from 
rigorous evaluations of policies and programs. From this information base, the 
report provides guidance to policy makers on how to intervene along two 
dimensions: human capital and the business environment; and in three priority 
areas: agriculture, household enterprises, and the mo...dern wage sector. The 
ultimate goals are to increase productivity, improve livelihoods, and multiply 
opportunities for young people.  

 

 

 

 

 



3. International Financial Statistics, May 2014/IMF 

 

 

The IMF’s principal statistical publication, International Financial Statistics (IFS) 
Online, is the standard source of international statistics on all aspects of 
international and domestic finance. For most countries, IFS Online reports data on 
balance of payments, international investment position, international liquidity, 
monetary and financial statistics, exchange rates, interest rates, prices, production, 
government accounts, national accounts, and population. Updated monthly. 

 

 

4. Mozambique Rising : Building a New Tomorrow/IMF 

 

 

 

This publication highlights Mozambique's remarkably strong growth over the two 
decades since the end of the civil war in 1992, as well as the major challenges that 
remain for the country to rise out of poverty and further its economic development. 
Chapters explore such topics as the role of megaprojects and their relationship to 
jobs and growth; infrastructure and public investment; Mozambique's quest for 
inclusive growth; developing the agricultural sector; and building a social protection 
floor. 

 

 



5. Toward New Horizons : Arab Economic Transformation Amid Political 
Transition/IMF 

 

 

 

 

The changing political landscape in the Arab world has created opportunities for 
economic transformation by tackling long-standing economic issues. Nevertheless, 
three years after the onset of political transition, implementing necessary economic 
policies has proven to be challenging. This paper lays out key elements of economic 
policy reform for Arab countries in transition. 

 

6. External Debt Statistics : Guide for Compilers and Users/IMF 

 

 

The IMF has released the 2013 External Debt Statistics: Guide for Compilers and 
Users (2013 EDS Guide), which contains updated global standards for the 
compilation, reporting, and analytical use of external debt statistics. The 2013 EDS 
Guide was prepared under the responsibility of the nine organizations in the Inter-
Agency Task Force on Finance Statistics (TFFS), in close consultation with national 
compilers of external debt, balance of payments, and international investment 
position statistics. [1] The 2013 EDS Guide reflects the significant developments in 
international finance since the issuance of the 2003 EDS Guide. The 2013 EDS Guide 
provides guidance on (1) the concepts, definitions, and classifications of external 
debt data; (2) the sources and techniques for compiling these data; and (3) the 



analytical uses of these data. The concepts set out in the 2013 EDS Guide are fully 
harmonized with those of the System of National Accounts 2008 (2008 SNA) and 
the sixth edition of the IMF's Balance of Payments and International Investment 
Position Manual (BPM6). [1] The TFFS is chaired by the International Monetary Fund 
(IMF), and its member agencies are the Bank for International Settlements (BIS), the 
Commonwealth Secretariat (ComSec), the European Central Bank (ECB), the 
European Commission (Eurostat), the IMF, the Organization for Economic Co-
operation and Development (OECD), the Paris Club Secretariat, the United Nations 
Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD), and the World Bank. 

 

 


